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The Louisiana Outrage Fully and

Fairly Discussed.

Last Night's Indignation
Tl
ivieeLiiig.

Citizens of All Parties Rebuking
Autocratio Usurpation.

THE VOICE OF ASSEMBLED THOUSANDS.

America Not Yet Ready for tbe Reign
of Caesar or Cromwell.

NO PARTY IN PATRIOTISM

"What Is Done to One State Can
be Done to Every State."

. NEW YORK SUSTAINS LOUISIANA.

Firm Denunciation of military Meddling with
Legislative Procedure.

"LET US HAVE PEACE."

Speeches by William Culleu Bryant, William 1L
Evarts, George Tieknor Curtis, William E.

Dodge. James S. Thayer, Mayor
Wickliam, Governor Salomon,August Belmont

and Others.

Long and patiently our people bav* borce with
the unsettled condition of affairs at tbe Soutb.
They have stiut their eyes to the terrible mlsruiethat bus caused It, hopeful of
wiser ruling and broader statesmanship In
the future. It needed but the sceue
enacted on Monday lust In New Orleans, It needed
but this open violation ot constitutional law, to
rouse at once and thoroughly the people. How
the popular heart has been touched and bow our
people reel about It was demonstrated lu tbe unparalleledgathering assembled last evening at
Coooer Institute. There has never been such an

MviuwtMBO iu kuis UlkJ wciviv, auvu UGO^IClk ftUU

earnest protest against subservience or olvll
liberty to military despotism.

THE CROWD.
Long before the ilme fixed for the meeting tbe

crowd began to gather, and fully an nonr before
the doors were opened ttio streets and avenues

encompassing Cooper Institute were neatly compactwith people seeking admission to tbe meeting.It was something irlghtlnl to see the pouring
in of these crowds at tbe various entrances as
the doors were opened. It sounded like the
rnehing of many waters. That no one was

Injured in the impetuous scramble for seats was

only a miracle. In a lew moments, the doors havlngbeen opened exaottr at seven o'clock, the vast
ball was filled to its utmost capacity, each seat,
aisle, alcove and possible standing place being
occupied. Or course. In a mutter touching so

deeply the masses, tnere were among
otra leading citizens and businbu men

Baking up so largely the meeting a bountiful
sprinkling of the so-called "jrreat unwashed,"
whose enthusiasm could not at all times be kept
down to the point deemed en regie at a meeting
where sue a grave issues were to oe discussed.
But, if a little Irregular in their demonstrations*
It was well meani, and had earuest icellng and

kntuc8iaku as its basis.
Meantime the deepest, though rather boisterous,
ntuuslasm prevailed. Tnere we.e occasoua*
uproarious episodes over persons struggling to get
oui and cheering each newcomer to whom more
favoring, though not alwars more deserved, lor
tune assigned seats on the platform. As Mayor
Wickbam made his appearance these cheers rose
to a deaienlng shouting, which, though a seeming
impossibility, however, became more Intensified

in in ouiourst as one after another.William
Cullea Bryant, the venerable poet, and Peter
Cooper, the ptulantbroplat.came on to ttie stage.
At a lew mluates past eight o'clock the platform

was filled ami tae officera and orators or tbe eveningwere in their duly assi/ned places. And now
began tbe work ol tbe evening. There was some
tnmnlt as August Belmont undertook to initiate
tbe evening proceedings by a speech preUmlnaryto tbe taking or the president
tlal chair by Mayor Wlcknam. Wnlle the
latter was speaking there was additional
tumult and It continued even through the speech
of Mr. Bryant. A little firmness at length on the
part of tno President pur a quietus on
the disturbing demonstrations, though such
tbey can hardly be called, as there was really
no disturbing element In the meeting.
The unanimity of sentiment snown on tbe
reading of tbe resolutions, and the atter-
ance by the speakers or views in harmony with
the meeting, showed a most cordially accoidant
spirit. This was likewise shown in the eqnal

unanimity of bis8es
greeting the mention of the names or President
Qrsnt, General Slieridan and Governor Kellogg.
Take tbe meeting altogether, consider tbe Immensecrowd in attendance and the diversity or
political opinions prevailing among tnem, and there
bas nut Ueeu a mcotln? of more force, weight and
dignity, though at times democratically demonstrative,at any time lu ttils city, as the evening
advanced, as the various speakers recited In earnestand eloquent phrase the outrages to
which tne people or tbe south t.ave had
to submit, as the result or the military despotUrnculminating In sending armed soldiers into
peaceful legislative lull was vtvkllv traced anil

brought houie to those present, there was more
earnest attention to the speeches, a bcartier indorsementof the resoiu'ions and a taller realization01 the deep gravity 01 the issues Involved ana
painiui appreciation 01 what the slgtfal might be
M affecting human rights and civil Uoerty in title
eountry iu tho luture.
The meeting was railed to order by

MIL. AUQCR BELMONT,
who said
Kkllow Citizens- Fourteen years ago our

brethren of the boutliern states roso iu arms
aguiusi the dug ur the I uioc, uiul then the pe.pe
01 tins quiet metropolis, discarding alt party ties.
In mass ineetiAu us^e'iiOled pndllBM Will one
Voice, una which .otind an ccno in every patriotic
hen: i. that the Union must and shall be preserved.Tnere in uoiiiinjf dearer to every man.
dealer to every American citizen.uotuing
dearer than bit couotry; uud what than llie itself
to every citizen man civil liberty. inn is the
most precious oooii in patriots in every clime and
through nil Uge*. and lor which the purest and
noblest In every laud have shed their blood.
Till* is the great una riceiesi blessing winch Is
threatened lu our own n ee mud, and which our
gionous people contlded to the sale keeping 01 the
ii.eu of their choicc. ouu kiuiits and i.iuertik.h
n avr again uekn titkeatenkp in our day, ami
toe citizens 01 New York, w.th tne same unanimity

i leeimg and the sumo lortteiiuinfcss or party as
beioie, lu the hour oi the country's danger, proclaimtKoughouc the land that civil Utn>rtv mutt
and thall it prtttrvta. (Uueers.) We nave come
ten to give expression to trie soismn piotest oftke £ot»,re ttutt* i|iiui tbt mm 1 mufil td*

NEW TO
I ministration In Louisiana. The Chief Magistrate
ol tne cl'y of New York ha* consulted to take the
"hair ana preside here to-night, and It now becomesmy privilege to preseit to you Mayor
Wtcknain.

MAYOR WICKBAIf'9 S1IECU.
Upon taking the chair, Mayor Vlckhara spoke as

follow*:.
It gives aie great pleasure to |reside at a meetingwhere so many of the cltuens or New York

have assembled without dlsttmtiou of party, to

f>rotest against au outrage upm coustlluiiunal
iberir.
Alter what lias occurred In LwiislaDa we are not

oniv cunirouted wrh the oossiUllty that tree goveminentnil the Hlate o: New York may be subverteilby tne aruiv actlug under orders fiom the
Wur Department, but we are fithoui guarantee
mat the President may uot. uluii the election of
ins successor, at tempt by the ime lustruiueut to
disperse even the Congress ol the United States,
uiiu establish himself as a DimaJor.

1 shall attend, as you do, npon the eloquent
words of the speakers who art this evening to
uner the reelings natural to iieeuieu in contemplationof such possibilities. There will be no
doubt that '-we all or us approw" what they shad
say, und toe military cnieiiali m New Orleans
who has reported that the "atiiospliero (there) is
Impregnated with a*>asstuatioi" will realize tnat
here the air is alive with intilgiatlou.

governor m'enkry'm "eleokam.
Ac the close or his speech Major Wicltnam said

be knew of do more opportunemoment thaa the
present to read a telegram vthich hud just been
banded to him. He read as follows:.

[Telegram nom Governor McEnery.]
To Hon. William 11. Wickhau, Chairman LouisianaMass Meeting: .
Louisiana semis greeting to New York. Our

people win not be uoadud Into conflict with Uuned
States troops, a committee is preparing evidence
to relate the slanders 01 t.encral Shendan. We
rely on tU:* moral support ol our sister states to
restore to us as American ireemeu our right of
sell-government. JOHN MCENEKY,

Governor of the state oi Louisiana.
LEWIS A. WILT/.

Speaker of the House of Representatives.
speech op william cullen bryant.

A few days since the intelligence was brought us
tbai the armies of Spain had turned agatust the
Republic, had overthrown it and placed Don Alfonso,the son ol Isabella, on the throne, ejecting
the President, Serrano, who had lied to Prance.
We rejoiced toat we belonged to a country
where sucU proceedings were unknown, and
where the government changed hands ouly tu
obedience to the wtll of the people, peaceably
expressed at the polls. We were, however, almostat the same moment astonished to hear
irotn New Orleans that General Sh> riuau, lately
sent to New Orleans b» tne Presidenr, had occupiedtne nail 01 tne Louisiana Legislature, and
purged it ol' the conservative members, as they
are called, by throating them into me street.
My friends, SUCH a mbtiioi) of changing the

OOTIMWMI ok a Will may 1)0 FOB SPAIN, BUT it
will not do for this uotrNTKY. A lew jears
siuce, w hile Isabella was yet on tne throne, GeneralO'Doniiell, dissatistleu wuli her Ministry, sent
bus so.dters to turn them out, and they did it. He
replaced tne obuoxious cabinet with one of his
own, and the government went 011 iu new lianns.
wk akk in tuk habit (/! managing things differentlyhere, and, uy god's help. we shall continueto do so hereafter.
We have a constitution, my friends, and by that

io>trument tbe President has no right to intermeddleiu the artairs of a Stare save in two cases.
flrst, to protect the State lrom invasion, and, secondly,on application 01 tbe legislature or the Executive,when the Legislature cannot be convened,
to protect tbe State against domestic violence,
'iliese are the only cases in which the President of
the lederal Republic can mteriere with an armed
force iu the cause or peace. When domestic vlo-
ICUtC IB blllCttiUUCU tlic UCjAlSUllUl C ur AACUUIIVO U1
ttie state must ask lor lux interference, or lie cuunotmove without violating tlie constitution,
wii'ch he 19 sworu to observe una ooey.
What authority, jellaw-citizens, is there In these

provisions jor the President to set himself tip as
a Judge of f lections and dray from the legislative
chamber those whom tie chooses to regard as hav-
ing no right to their seats? lie Hlioulil have left
tins to the courts or law. He might us well, it lie
should be candidate tor a ihlru term of the l're.-l-
Ueucy. send his minions to disperse the electoral
colleges iu those States which shall reiuse him
their vote. lie might as well send another Shel l
dan to iw.tt the gentleman whom we have just
elected (Jovernor of thi.i state out of the executive
chair, lie might with just as good a warrant
disperse this meeting by tonaing a band of armed
men to clear this hall at the point of the
bayonet.
How happens it that tnen educated to the pro-

less.on oi arins at our national military scnool
seem not to understand what are the rights oi the
citizen and what toe due limits ot ttie military
power y li Geueral Sheridan, that daring soldier,
but uesplser ol civil rights, had either been properlytrained or had not lorgotteu his training he
would never have obeyed tne iwauuate whicu orderednun to New Orleans on that guilty errand.
He wonid nave said:."1 o\ye my education to tins
Republic; I was brought up to be its soldier and
servant and uot the vassal of the Fresldeut. 1
have tuKeu mj Hie in my nano and gouc into the
civil war to defend and preserve the constitution
of my country, and l *vill not raise my uaud to
violate It 1 would almost as soon cut the throat
of my mother. 1 would tear off my epauieites
and break my sword and Uing tue fragments into
the Potomac sooner than yo upon bo impious an
errand." That is what he snouid nave sail1.
A lormer application oi U»vernor Keiiogg, of

Louisiaua, maue to the President lor military aid
four months since is used as the pratext or ibis
Invasion oi the legislative chamber of Louisiaua.
'flint iioohc.nion tiinl lra <xfp<rt hi trio nm» ilia

President Issued bis proclamation or warning,
aud ina people submitted. There were four
mouths oi peace. A new state or tilings has
arisen, aud li it was attended with danger
of domestic violence tne President should
have oeen requested to interpose. But no sucu
request was made.in lucr, there was no dan-
jrer on which to found the request. It is nunsenseto say tnat turning live meinoers out or tne
legislative chamber Is a protection againsi domesticviolence.
How long Is such an application as that made by

Governor Kellogg in lorce ? If good fur tour
montiis it Is good lor loity.good ior a century.
Let me relate an auecdoto wuicn will Ulustra'.e
ihU point:.Some seventy yoars since there lived
In Berkshire, Mas-., a lawyer noted as a humorist
and kuowu as Major King. A client of his nas
prosecuted ror killing a horse, ilus was in the
time ui the lusuirecuon called the shays war, and
an the evidence produced against him was mat ne
was seen iu the road hall a nule from the field In
which toe hoise was pastured, and tnat he
shouted "Hurrah ior Miajs!" "Then," said
Ma,or King, rising to audress the Court, "If
shouting -Hurrah ior Shavsl' can kill a horse at
the distance oi half a mile, then is iny client
guilty, otherwise ne must be acquitted.*' Fellow
citrzeus, li we are to belive that h.eilogg's applicationtor m.lltary aid in September authorizes this
violence of tne lederal soluiery in January we
mav as well admit at ouce thai calling out 'Hurrahfor Snajsl" may kill a horse at tho distance of
half a mile.
Great stress la laid upon Sheridan's assertions

that the whole State of Louisiana is given over to
lawlessness and anarchy, and that mnrrler Is the
natural and usual lorm oi deuth in that State.
This is solemnly denied on very high authority;

but how it this 8.ate of things Unproved by milting
Jive, members of the Louisiana Legislature out of
their seats ana turning them into the street f
Sheridan promises to send on a list of muraers
lately committed. Well, I suppose that if an
account of street an:l tavern brawls in this
city were to be made up for the last year.this city
in ichulL, by night ami day, I have walked fi>r the
lastjlfiy years, as 1 thought, in perfect security and
inithiiiit frar. iutte an urmlfnannt ahmn nr

shed miQtit t# made out: but how would the matter
be mended by snuliiig « bodj ofjederal troops to
pull jice members oj the Common Council of the
city out of their Keats ?
No, mv ineiios, the wtodk done has do possible

extenuation. 1 repaid this question solely us a
solemn question 01 consntutional la*. No mat-
ter who desired the interference or the military,
11 should not nave been given but in tue way of
the constitution.otnenvise It is au uit iroiu
wiucu 110 citizen bus u limit to witnhol nts con-
Oeinnation. U must no rebuked tde instant it
is perpetrated, i lie evil must be crushed la its
luiaucy, wiiils tta Dones are jet in me urisile, and
beiore It beco i.es loriniuabie .is a precedent.
Tnese pructlc'8, whlcn contemplate tlie subjectionoi local politics to tlie lederal authorities by
tlie exercise oi tlie miiitury power, must be denounced,must be stopped, mast be molten up
iorevcr.
Let me say in conclusion that the proceedings

oi tins meeting, so lar as ihe great proportion of
those who take part in tnciu are concerned, have
n<i party purpose or object, l ar lrnru us be rlie
petty and narrow p>.iicj which conlu so pervert
tlieui. A SINCEHK HES1HK TO PRJtaKKVK THE CON-
HTIIUriON MOV VIOLATION AND TO l'HRVENT AN ACT
OE AllBlTKAUY POWIB PROM IIECOMINll A PRECEDENT
IN KUTt:illi, is and SUOULD UK oik SlNULli MOTIVE.
When Hi. Uryant nad concluded bis remarks

the loiiowiQit list 01 vice presidents and secretarieswas read by John A. Beail:.
TICK PK £31 DENTS

William C. Bryant, 1'eter II. Watson,
o*aaid Oiteudorier, LdwnrdCooper,
Peter cooper, l)r. J. T. Meicalf,
iiuward i'otter, James stuait,
William M. Evarta, Charies O'Conor,
Whltelaw lU-id, Wim.uu 11. Noiison,
E. I.. Uodkin, Samuel L. M. HarioW,
Atumon Marolo, August imimoiit,
Wiiuam U. Dodge. Joiin Taylor Jonnston,
Parke Uodivtu, Ji'hu 1. Agnew,
Morris K. Jesuo, ceorire W. Lane,
franklin Edsou, Jauies h. Thayer,
John J. Cisco, Ct.arles a. Dana.
Krastus Brook*, William H. Applcton,
Charies P. Daly. v\ iiinun Adams,
James W, Ueekman, Gilbert Id. speir,
Oeorge Cabot Waru, Kiouard Lathers,
William Butler Duncao, William Allen butler,
Aiirea Peil, Charies K. bouihmayd,
Dr. Wm. A. Hammond, Francis (). Sliaw.
wiu. l). ShipmiU, David Miiuiuon,
Eutieue Keiiy. Ivory Ciiumberlalo,
Wnsun 0. limit, Jamen siti tee-*,
Cnarlpj Donoaus, iliram bt.rney,
John D. Jonus, Tuvvnsenu Cox,
Daniel Kingtlsnd, Jame* Luwit,
luaodors uooxsvalt, ilu. h j. Jewett,
Ait..ar u. uravaa, Dr. U. K. qaaonanboa,
iiobt. B. itoossrsiti Jomj Ks.if,
U*»1M ueubt Jaim & ward,
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Ctma. H. Van Brunt, C. C. Baldwin.
K. If. Fii»'brl, Gen. Joaeun J. Bartlett,
Snuon Sterne. Charles P. Kirtland,
Jonn I.. Mucaulay, John K. Wiitiama.
Ail.-ilsius Schell. Konert I.. Cuttluif,
James K. Newman, lieurv Mali.
Klll.i'i Ward. 1>. W UIih James,
llicliaru M. Il'-nry, James Brown,
Dr. Au# in Flint, Jr., Frederick E. Gtbert,
F. P. Maruurr, John Mcl\eon.
iloury lluvemeyer, Alex, Hamilton, Jr.,
Colonel Kichard Vose, Charles Ai. Fry.
Henry 11m: iz, Gen. Win. W. Ave nil,
Charles Tracy, Jereinian Uevliu,
Frederick II. coodert, Joliu l>. Van Bitten,
\N illiaui c. Frune, Geor-je Shea,
Sidney Weiigter, William tl. I.von.
Dr. Louts Elsberg, Benjamin lluiton,
Montgomery 11. Throop, Jame" r. Kilbretli,
William Watson, Thomas F. Stewart,
Joliu K. Deveiin. J. >. B'.sworth,
Colonel Josiah Fortcr, Ernest Beyer.

8ECRRAIUR8.
R. Randolph Ilobiuson. John « :. Johnson,
J. Kvarts Tracy, (leneral M. T. McMahon,
David B. Williamson, John Crosby Brown,
William B. Bend, Henry F. Verliuven,
I'eter B. Gluey, Wheeler H. Peckhain,
diaries a. Kaston, Henry F. Knox,
Cuaries E. Wuitfhead, A. J. Vainleruoei,
William C. Whitney, lieurv Wilder Allen.
John llav, Dr. Wooiaev Johnson,
Dr. Stuyv't F. Morrii, Joseph W. Howe,
FreuericK II. Betta, Willlum 1). Hennen,
w Uliam T. Felton. Theodore Schuitz,
Col. Jacob Sharp, Joseph Blumenthal,Fiancts Lynde Stetson, Horace Barnard,
All red Waustall. J. b. Stllsou,
Stephen II. Olin, Charles D. ingersoU,A. M. Browne, Edward L. Paris,
William 11. Ely, Horatio N. Twoinbly,James 11. Sktdmore, Thomas K. Fisher,
Geu. Herman UhU D. s. Kitterbiind,
J. McLe.m Nash, T. Tileston Brvce*
James M. Ball. Gen. Louis T. Barney,Burtou N. Harrison, Tlieron O. Strong,John J. Thoinaaon, Colonel C. H. Uartlett,D. R. Casserl.v, Horatio J. Brewer,
Augustus w. Keyaolds, Ernest G. Sted:nan,
James P. Lowrey, Einmet R. Olcott,
Adolph L. Sanger, Jonn Adrian Bust),
Julius J. Lyons. lliiarii L. Cole,
E. Graham llaight, J. Raymond Reynold*.
The Vice President and Secretary Having been

approved by the meeting Mr. Simon Stern then
read the following

kesolitions.
Whereas it Is a fundamental principle or parlla-

mentary law, underlying all tree representative
institutions, and wnicn our national anil State
constitutions embody and enforce, tlru a sovereignLegislature is the sole judge of the qualificationsot its members, and that even judicial Interferenceis not tolerated with that high and allImportantprivilege; and
Whereas tliere is nothing; In the laws of the

United States, nor in tne constitution aud laws
oltnestute or Louisiana, which In the least exceptsthe legislative body of that State rroin the
operation of this ancient natural ana undoubted
principle or government; and
Whereas caution and loreslght In the exercise or

federal Interference with the concerns of the
States lately In rebellion are made doubly desirableat this moment by the ruct that nearly hair the
voters of that regiou are persons only now receivingtheir first lessons in politics, and who as yet
possess no familiarity with the dangers to which
constitutional government is exposed, with the
means by which it is maintained and defended,
aud no knowledge of the sacritices by which past
generations have created it, and who, as a matter
of iact, look on the lederal admlnlstiatioa as
their best lrlcnd and most trustworthy political
Instructor; theretoro

Kesolved, That, in the opinion of this meeting,
any u»e or the lederal authority whton teaches
these newly made voters to believe that political
problems can be solved by arbitrary processes or
displays of physical lorce better or more readily
than by labor, patience and conciliation Is an
offence agaln9t the nutlonnl saiety and vreirare
whlcn calls for the severest condemnation.
Whereas all intimidation of a Legislature, and

especially that form of intimidation which consists
in military interierence with l's organization or
uuuavco, ui m ms uibjjiuj ui luuuur] lorce iu or

about me place or meeting, is sure eventually to
couvert representation Into a farce, by making tbe
Legislature in a greater or less degree the creature
or servant of rtio executive; tnerefore
Resolved, That we cannot too warmly express

our disapprobation of the part which the military
foroes 01 tbe United States Have been allowed
more tUan once to plav in tue organization of tbe
Legislature of tbe State of Louisiana.
Whereas on tbe first of tbese occasions, la 1872,

the lederal troops took possession of tbe State
House in New Orleans, and permitted no person to
enter the Legislative Chambers except those
pointed out to tbe sentinels by the United States
marshal, the occurrence was rightly considered by
the whole country a scandal and alsordor of tbe
gravest kind; but nevertneiessas it took place undercover of an order ol a United Slates court it was
lelt by many that the officials engaged in it might
honestly plead Ignorance or the enormity of the
transaction, In spire of the fact that the order in

question was on Its lace, to use tho language of
tbe committee of tno United states senate wnlcb
examined it, '-most reprehensible, erroneons In
polut of law and wholly void for want of Jurisdictionand
Whereas this occurrence and tbe discussion It

called form cannot nave left the administration or
Its officers in the dark as to the serious natnre or
tbe objections to tbe military interterenco or the
federal authorities with the machinery or State
governments; thereiore
Resolved, That we have heard with surprlsa

and alarm that the State Iloase ol Louisiana
was taken possession of and garrisoned by a
federal brigade prior to the meeting of tbe Legislatureon the 4th day or January last; that the
members bad lo make their way, under examination,to their places through lines ol armed sentinels,and then proceed to the discharge or their
duties inside, under the eye or a military commandernot subject to their authority and
holding the very building In which they
sat as a lortifled post; that when disputessubsequently arose between the two
parties into winch the Legislature Is divided over
the organization ot the House ol Representatives,
this officer took upojj himxeir to auswer the appealor one siae and assume the duties of the Sorgeaut-at-Arrusand or the police by repressing a
disturbance within the building; and that when
subsequently a minority or the House, oeing dls
satisfied with the vote or with the mdte or taking
It, or with the qualifications ol some of
those who participated In It, reiused
to seek the settlement or tbe controversy by the
ordinary and long established methods of parliamentarylavr, but appealed to the Governor or the
State to lntcriere with tbe proceedings, the troops
of tbe United Stares, at tbe Governor's unlawlul
request or command, entered the legislative hall,
and then and there settled by lorce the purely
parliamentary question or the qualification or
several persons present lor seats In the House bj
expelling them violently irom the building.

\\ hereas uo occurrence or this kind has been
recorded in the history of tree government withoutbeing stigmatized, and tightly stigmatized, an
act of revolutionary violence, and though, owing
to the peculiar condition 01 the Southern States
and to tbe multiplicity or our State Legislatures, it
may seem an event of less moment in Louisiana In
our dav than It has seernua iu oilier places and at
other times, it assumes a character or tne utmost
gravity * lien wo rememoer that if it be permissiblela Louisiana, whether It shall take place or
not in New York or Massachusetts becomes a

question, not ol legal right, but of Executive die*
cietion; thcreiore
Resolved. Tbat for this reason, above all, we

emphatically protest agalusi It, and declare
our solemn conviction that It were better
ihut legislative bodies should be lorbldden to meet
at all than to be loroiddeu to meet under their
own rules aud surrounded l»jr their own officers,
because nothing Is more »angeroua or demoralize
lug than arbitrary rule veiled by constitutional
lorms; and that the citizens or New York, without
distinction of party, here assembled, appeal to
their leilow citizens ol the whole country to unite
with them in this protest; and
Whereas the recent despatch or the Lieutenant

General of the Army, addressed to the Secretary
or War, suggesting that Congress should pass an
act, or tuat the President should issue a proclamation,in imitation 01 the dragonnudes or Louis
XIV., declaring an indeterminate number of Ills
luiio.v citizens "banditti," aud authorising
him to bust them down with an armed
lorce, migut oe passed over as the hasty and ill*
considered language or a soldier who, uowsver
gaiiaut in t&e field, has allowed iubmU to rtaum
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inexcusably ignorant of the usages and laws of
bU country, were It not that It ha* received the
prompt approval of the War Deparrin. nt, accompaniedby an intimation that the President and
the other members of the Cabinet approved 01 it;
therelore
Resolved. That we cannot refrain from express-

Ing our heartfelt reprobation of the despatch Itself,
of the atrocious imputation it casta on a large
body of our countrymen, and of the Executive
sanctlou which it lias receive.I.
Wneieas the outrages on legislative Independence,ai;alusi which we have met to protest, have

no legal relation to ttie problem of reconstruction,
properly so cailcd, and do not arise out ol any re-
cent legislation of Congress regarding the States
late:y in rebellion; and
Whereas lederal military assistance is to be renderedupon his responsibility by the President,

under an I by virtue of a provision of the original
unamended constitution, and in answer to a call
which the Legislature of any state, or, if not In
session, the Uoveruor oX any Mate, may; malta
thereioie
Resolved, That tUe manner In which the federal

wuwpa no/u UK-J U CUL|HU>UU lit LlUUISlUUlk CUUSlltutesau abuse or authority which la daugerous to
public liberty lu an equal degree iu ever/ pari or
tbe Union.

SPEECH OP WILLIAM U. EVA 111 8.
Mr. Evarts was tbe next speaker, ami on com-

Id it forward was loudly clieerea. lie said:.
Fellow Citizens.1 am sure that uo republican

tn the laud can honestly complain that id the
call and purpose or this meeting iua party haa
Dot been treated with absolute consideration.
(Cheers.) If there ever was au occasion when an

opposition party might ask to niafco a demon-
stration on their own bctiair and to the prejudice
and disaster 01 us opponent that opportunity wa*

offered to tbe democratic party by the conduct or
tbe government in tbo matter. (Clieers.) The
federal government la all republican. Tbo Pres-
ldent and both Houses of Congress and all the
subordinate officers of the government tbrontrhoul
the Union and in the State or Louisiana itseir are
all republicans. Now, then, under tbe ordinaryprinciples of political responsibility, tbe
republican party, being ostensibly RESPONSIBLEFOU THIS H1QU-1IANDED ACr OK MILIjTARY SUPPRESSION OP CIVIL GOVERNMENT, OUr
lellow citizeus of New York have tbe understand-
lng that patriotism and love or liberty and obedl-
euce to the constitution are not in tbe
possession or any political organization,
that there are limits to their political competition
and their antagonisms which no political
party shall safely pass. That when men vote,
and when their chosen officers meet, and when,
without violence and without demonstration of insurrection,they undertake to conduct the affairs
qf their political government, no soldiers can in(tr/cre,(Cheers.) Tun nation emerged leu
years ago irom a great war, In which unmeasuredcontributions of blood and treasure
were poured out ib the maintenance or tbe gov-*
ernment or the United States. And why was
this? liecutise tbe people or tbe United States
were determined th it the integrity or their territoryshould be preserved. And why do they wish
to preserve the integrity of their territory
bat that TUB CONSTITUTION OF TBI
UNITED STATES ^SHOULD HE UPHELD
AND PRESEHVEDr 'ctieors.) Aud now every
officer of lUe State and every officer
of the United States takes the solemn oath to susj
tain the constitution of tbe United States. Cue
there is one oRlcer wlio takes tbe single oath preiscribed by the constitution or the United States,
and that officer Is the President of the United
States. (Hisses.) And las oath Is not the commonoatti I have named, but the oath to preserve
the great authority confided to him by the whole
party.that ho will sustalu, protect and deiend
the constitution of the United States. Aud now
the constitution, made lor troublous times as well
as peaceiu!, undertakes to lurmsh the measure of
power to be given 10 tue federal government In
respect to interference In the government of the
several States of the Uniou. Tuere are two
very distinct, flrm lines of limitation,
which, observed, will protect the ma>

cluncry or the uovarument lor tbe people.
lorty millions of people to-day and one huudred
mtlUous hereaiter.iuat is, that tbe sole luter:veutlOu ol tue lederai power within stale authorIity SMU be to suppress violence, aud mat tueir
office after thai snail not assume to no further,
unless when invited oy the supreme authority of
the state. (Cheers.) And that supreme authorityof tbe state la named In the lederal
constitution, and Is tue Legislatures of
the several States; aud only lu tbe
casual condition, wueu tbe Legislature is not m
session cau Hie Governor represent the State so as
to demana leueral intervention in the polulcal ai-
lairs of the Suite.out, only ou the condition
that the Legislature cannot oe convened.us lu
tuis State during the recess or an adjourn-
meut irom April to January tbe Gov-
ernor oi the State or New York has no
authority uuder the federal constitution to
Invoke the intervention of tue federal power ex-
copt in au emergency tuat would noi permit of
lus convening iue Legislature >u extra session.
And now tue situation iu Louisiana was that tue
state Legislature was in session. (cheers) .aud
t ie Governor had no power wnatever to w presents!
the state in a demand lor leueral intervention.

General Sheridan or uy tno uabinot at Washington,
did lie or tne/ proclaim tliai an aupllcatioii had
been made by (be assembled Legislature 01 tiie
S'-ate lor loderul Intervention 10 turu some membersoat? 1 tbiuk not. Jiuc it la only In an insurrection,or in the existence 01 that dcgiee or vuh

' lence that comes 10 insurrection in effect,\
tuat the constitution of the United Mates V
nas authorized such intervention, ana it is oulv in 1
support oi that intervention that the legislation I
01 Congress »n ami lsui has armed cue I'rcsl- ;
duut wit.i authority. Now If General Sheridan.
(hisses).lelloa-citusens, tor reasons I will state
to you 1 do not ask that any special siiaie
ol your disapprobation shall be visited on
blm, 1 should mini: it but lair to take bis own
statement oi the occasion, and the mauncr of
Ms Intervention. It is unquestionably this, that
there was insecurity and alarm, and tnat there
bad been some disorders in the atate, ana thcu be
uses mis uuconim»u phrase lu American politics,
tnat the "military were present us conservators
of the peace." HBKB WE HAVE A NATIONAL
GEN 1)A 11.\1L.S INSTEAD UP A CIVIL POLICE,
'i lie Legislature of L mlslaua was then in session,aad one j«arty having elected a
Speaker, whether by loudness or voice or a
majority of members, they having elected a
Speaker, and there nmng disorder thereupon and
contusion, the speaker asked that some United
Mates officer would spejk to the crowd and dis-
perse theui quietly. General de irobriand asiced
ii this was ins wish, and he (the Speaker) said
"Yes;" and thereupon the General spoke to them,
and in a moment there was peace. So tnat If there
had been an insurrection it was over. (Cheers
and laughter.) And the thanks oi that orderly
body oi the Legislature oi Louisiaus was ottered
to General de 'irobnand for his gallantry
In maintaining tue peacc, and thereupon Governor
Kellogir, outside of the Legislature.lor he is not
a member of iho Legislature.aSKed General de
'irobnand to take a file ol soldiers and go to the
Legislature and take out Ave men tnat were actingus members ol tnat body and he did It. Now,
1 might be disposed to animadvert wltn
some seventy ou this act of the Interior
officer. General de Trobriand, nut lor the superior,
General hheuuau.was 1 not met with the proposition,lu a Latin phrase, resiMiulerit aa xui>?norein?The authority tnat avows and maintainsthe action of the suoordiuates snail bo
held responsible. "ihe President ol the
United States and all of us." (Laughter.)
This can be suid about the situation of
the United States itsell: but about the authority
or all OI (13? (Lauiintcr.) Ana it in to ue supposed
tuat Ucnural lieiknup assumed a share or the
Ciory, though tie does doc assume u snare of
tne responsibility; Out tne President has uppar-
eniiy approved or tlua action. Now, Governor
Kellogg if lie irave that order, and It was executed,
deserves impeachment by the Legislature of
Loiu>Hun. (i>teat cheers.) I would nice to see
Uovernor Tudeu send in a tile ot New Yorlc
Boluteis to take out tha republican majority In tne
Senute wuen U assembles to vote tor Lulled States
Senator next week. (Cheers.) Wo would seo
wtietner a democratic house in Albany, as It ia
now, would stand patiently by and see the
pr viloxes of tne Legislature violated by tne
Uovernor, because ills opinion in tne matter
lucllDdJ to the nnuority ot the House as sgamat
the majority, lint Governoi Kellogg had no
authority ior wielding tan power, and all bis
assumutlon or that authority must show that
the coiiatUutlou oi tne United States justillesit, or ho musr. answer ior it.
We must not bo unconcerned about ttiis
action in Louisiana, tor it may bo repeated
lu New York. (enters, and cries ol "No.
never.") 1 tell you that when it is done
in ono State it is done in all States. (Cheers.)
Tne Legislature of Louisiana Is us mnch a vital
part oi tne Kovernment as the Lemslataro ol New
York. (Cheers.) And while It Is vltai as a universalpower, shattered anu broken in on, it la
broken in all. lLit, ayani. we must learn to
generalize. Suppose this intervention oi military
power to be bioaeu, that the action oi independent.Suue autnority snouid be open to be exercisedin Louisiana, Missouri or lu any State, to
take out the majority lu that hiectoral College
wiule we were cuoosiug a Preaioent and by a
apeclal vote of any one state one man ahoaid oe
chosen instead oi tne otuer, is not tuat »u
attack upon ull tne States r And wnat huve you
then oat oivu war, engaged id bf this multitude of] milk flgbUBf ovar un aapaufig PrMMeiurr

jE sheet.
Bnt you never can havtf that, because then that i
couraire and common seuse mat uatM every kovertiuieutpos.mie. permanent and stromr,
will step lu aud see that that surpasses
the limits o( politic.il power uud agitation.
hor 1 suornlt. the moment tint we make u corn-
pliance 01 this nature to one sine ti n i>rotlis bv it
our liberties arc irone. All elections .<re useless, t6r
usurpation can step in, and it win iiccome a <|iies-
tiou whether the party will sustain tae usurpation
or not. It is lor that reason tuat tnts crowd
Is liere to-niaiit. It is not democratic.
It Is not repuollcan. but It Is American. I-Iieer*.)
'ihusiur we have only the Tact that the President
has approved, for Secretary lie.may's "all or us"
Is mere surplusatre. lirr if tuk kkplblican
MAJORITY IN CONOKES8 APPROVE; IK I'll fc.V 1IAVK
Ml Vu.i'K, MO action, No ACTBORITT BIT TO
ADOPT AND SUSTAIN AM) MAINTAIN TIIK KUllir OF A
Fll.lt OF sot.DlKlts TO DECIMATR A LEGISLATURE. ei'l'll
then I'll admit the republican jxirty is to be
held responsible for that actum till you hare given
us republicans a chance tu see aiul do what tee
iclll ste aiul ilo in the premise*. (Cheers.) I
have observed a growing disposition on the part
ol the depositaries oi political power to separate
themselves more and more iron* the nopular sup-

Fort ol the party that gave them their authority,
see the tirst evidence or that Is a warning

to them on the silence ol our voters that lias
placed the democratic party apparently In a majorityin the most powerful States. Hut if the de}n,.tihtrsof i oirer it; the republican party are
ready to put themselves befbre the country on the
constitutional proposition that a jlle of soldiers
can empty u State Legislature under uny
o( the circnmstances proposed oy unybody
as prevailing in Louisiana, 1 think that tins rep-
resentation ol power or the republican party will
llnd that it has lew supporters in tnetr owu party.
(Cheers.) So, in tne democratic pat ty, they will
lliul It as easy to convince the people or the United
States that tdey may carry their project against
those made in inuiulaiuiiii? their authority in

many people round iif supposing time tiie peo.
pie of tae North could carry their projects
against tbe method of tbu Lecomnton cousutuilon.1 remember la speaking In 1S58 at
u meeting called to protest ag.uust the agitation
whlcn led lo subsequent great trouble ID t!ie
country. Even nix mouth:* alter tnat in tbe
city of New York the sencimeut, the opinion
ami tbe ticket that was represented at
that meeting had ouly six thousand votes;
out how many veara was It before it bad voted
enough to control every Mate m tue Union. ana
bad armies and the treasure ol the United states,
without disiiuction of party, currying H out
to a triumphant victory lor tbe maintenance
ol tbe constitution of the Onlied States. In that
struggle two things were gained and came
to be a part qf our political creed.
that the American people never would submit
either to have their territory mutilated or their constitutioncorrupted. (Applause.) -Voir, the lawn of
'.'ongress require that whenever a state of violence
exists in a state to which .federal suppression
should tie applied that the exercise of that authority
must be combined by a proclamation requiring the
inaurgentsr to disperse. MOW, I believe,
u proclamation ot th.it kind was
wan issued some time ago, and that Wie parties ail
dispersed, llow loug wul it be, tellow citizens, 11
thn leueral authority thus prououuc d will bit
pe&coiuliy obeyed by a maicouieut people witn
gfc.a grievances 10 complain oIt They leurn
that tue ucxt thing lite government does,
alter they have dispersed. Is to use violence
Itself In suppressing demands lor their constitutionalrights. Their NgMrtOMN in this in* milt
only be. to make it possible for the federal
government to do by violence with a squad of
soldiers what if the insurgents had held together
the federal government would need to do by a whole
army. (Applause.) Now, 1 have detained you too
long. (Cb.-crs, and cries, "Uo on!") There ure
other troubles at tne south, In respect to winch
wild their suppression tue federal government is
armed witn extraordinary power. By the lato
uct or 1871. whenever any combination or
conspiracy exists iu a .state against the
Mate law to the extent or suppressing
any of the rights, privileges or immunities or any
of tue citizen* of the United States, and the con-tinneduutnurities of the State are unuble to protecttnuse rights, or lor any reason reiuse
protection to tne citizen, then it is lawiul tor
iue President to uso tne militia and the
array ami navy to maintain those violated rights.
It when tue Legislature was held ttiere were
organized band*, combining and conspiring to
intimidate toe voters.to intimidate the bla< k
voters.tlieu was the tuno tor the President to
Have interiered and suppressed those vioient combinationsana conspiracies tuat trampled on tue
rights or sunrage, though it was the meanest
voter in the land. I hooe It will be long belore
the mate of New Yoric, wiuiouc distinetlon of
parcr, will not respond with ti>e same voice aud
energy as it does to night against any combinationor conspiracy in any Southern State
formed witn the purpose or iutlinldutlugthe voters or me South in
tne exercise of their rights. I will be as
ready to 8t»>uk witn my associates nere 01 the democratloparty at a meeting or that kind as now.
Jiut we do not want, ajler an election is Held, and
when there is no violence, no combinations, no conspiracyand no authority to suppress anything, to
/uiiythat authority exercised by a Legislature
because a military officer or the lYesidtnt thinks
that somebody was prevented from votiny.
(Cheers.) Tnis iundameutarrignt of a Legislature
to control and detei mine the qualifications and
constitution 01 its own body la of the
very essence of legislative government.

»YVuat use is it to give tne purse and the
sword to the liouse or Commons or to tne House
of congress if the Kinj or President by military
power can deteimlne what shall be the constitutionot the House of Commons or the House of
Congress? Ami that 1b what they fought lor in
Eugiand.the indubitable and ancieut rights ofParliamentto hold the purse when in danger rrom the
claims oi royal power. For a while the House of
Lords assumed the power and right to determine
tne qualification and membership of the House oi
Commons; but in 1024 toe House or commons determinedtuat tne qualification of its members
was at it9 own final disposal; that the ancient
liberties of tue House oi Commons required
It, and that no king and no House of
Lords has questioned this power or tho
House of Commons irom that time to this. (Applause.)And tor '.his reason the people
of tue United States are justified in seeing
that supreme civil power snail dominate over the
military, aud mat no merging of them or interferencewith them snail i>e permitted; to see that
tnere snail oe an independent Legislature, with an
absolute absence of lederal power, except on the
invocation of ffte L&jislature for the suppression
0factual violence and its immediate withdrawal
when the violence Is suppressed.. Now, I don't
know whether there is to be a sequel to this
matter or not. I tuink not. Out Lord Macon said
long ago that soldiers in peace were like chimneys
in summer, auu mat only when Arcs were Heated
they cai.ie to be or any use. 1 should be sorry
to tniuk that the people could be inflamed,
or that they could bo so only alter
a long and virulent agitation teat belongsto civil striie. But ir there be any
sucn sequel In any man's miud, let us see that it is
summarily dismissed irom it, and that the voice
or tins people touches ail lta rulers; that as m
times pust, all the power, all the authority, all the
ofllcers and all the magistrates, are servahia 01 lta
laws. (Applause.)
Mr. Siinon st$rn then came forward and read

the iollowlng letters and telegrams
TKLEURAM FROM FRANCIS KERN'AN.

Utica, N. Y., Jan. 11, 1875.
To auocst Belmont, New York:.

I regret that l canuot be wita you personally
this evening and Bliuii be there iu spirit, to uui.e
witn the citizens ot Mew York in their protest
against the bayonet thrust at lioerty in Louisiana.

FltANClS KEKNAN.
telegram from ci.arkson k. potter.

Washington, 1). C., Jau 11, 1875.
Hon. August Ublmont, Ciialrman. New York:.

1 thank the committee lor their invltatiou. That
your meeting is not u partisan one I under.-tand.
Tne danger and Illegality ot Executive interference,wuether state or federal, with the
organization of a State Legislature is a
question in no way dependent, as 1 tuink, upon the
condition ot affairs In Louisiana, but as tho late
interference there is sougnt to be Justified or excusedby that conuitlon, and as 1 am one oi tne
sub-committee of Congress on that subject, 1 do
not now think 1 ought to sneak upon either questionIn advance ot their report.

CLAUKSON N. POTTER.
telegram from james e. ualdet.

Jackson, miss., Jan. 10. 1875.
Hon. William Wickiiam, Chairman Citizens'
Meeting, New York:.
May the merchants of the commercial metropolis

speak iti unmistakable tones at your meeting tonightagainst military usurpation, as well us oppositionto those who, under the plea of insuung
ireeuom to negroes, make ilbcrtv for wnlte men
Impossible. As a citizen of the city and couuty of
New York, temporarily visiting Mississippi, 1
hereby near testimony to tho loyalty ot trie people,
ihotr sincere desire lor peace unu tor the prosperityof our common country. A paralyzed commerceand flna11cial nucertaintics demand irotn
the patriots 01 uie Norm, as security iu tho luiure
to tno merchants or L>otu section*, the restoration
01 civil libei ty in plate or ralliiurv despotism.JA&lfeS E. UAL8EY.

litter from judge coustock.
Syracuse, Jan. v, 1875.

august belmont, Esq.
Ukau Sir. i nave received your despatch and f

most deeply regret tiiat 1 cannot attend this meetUiKat Cooper lustltute on Mouday evening next.
The gravity til the occasiou cannot tie oveiestimated.Mingling bat little in party poll tic a, 1

am conscious oi no party leaiing or oius in reierenceto lliu present transactions hi the oppieased
and downtrodden State oi Louisiana. Dot Rome
part or ray lite haa been spent in the study or tne
principles nhicn are involved tn thoso events
that have so suddenly startled and aroused
the country, and I do not hesitate to declare it aa
my deliberate judgment that the President of the
United states is justly liable to impeachment lor
his ohence iu upholding by military power the
spurious government or a Mate and interieiing by
urnied lorce with the peaceiui organization or »
State Legislature.
We are warned by tne whole history of the past

to meet tnia flrst step toward military despotism
with a Arm resistance. I trust tuat vour meeting
will sound the alarm and that its voice will be
heard by the country. Yours truly,

QEOUQb V. COM8TOO&.
letter from hk.vry r. seld1cx.

RooHKsruR, Jan. 8,1STS.
Bon. Acquit Belmont:.
dear sir.Your telegram tn behalf oi tne com*

tniuee inviting int to speak at the meeting to oe
una at Cooper Institute un Monday next In regard
k« mm tiNii mukuu in fcunlmm m 1

8
received. Engagements in court here will pr*
Tent me troui going to New York at thai dm*.
My iniorinatioa In reiraru to the irruund* assumed
In justification Hi those proceeding* is very imperfect;i>ut. the tacts, -o lar a* I can gatncr tnem
from ttie telegraphic acoounts, lurmutt no warrantlor 'lw intervention o; 'lie tnidtary power.
However wcii tut nderl the acts ol iUe military
authorities may have oeeu the precedent, It sustainedi>. the people, will be irau/ht, as it aopeara
to me, wltli the main*: danger to republican institutions.Every Instanceoi the unrebuKea exercise
t»i uulawlul power, even when harmless in it* immediateeffects, becomes a daugerous example ia
alter times. I am glad thai the uioveuieut to
which vou call mv attention has been made, ana
Hope tuat those engaged in it wii! caluily sud
hrinlv, not a« artisans, hut as citizens, exnres4
tnelr cond-muiulon ol this unwarranted exercise
d military power, not doubting tuat the whole
people, with rare exception, will joiu in such conleiunatiou.Very respectiully vours.

hkNkv k. seldes.
Alter readme these letters, Mr. fstero, in re3ponse to a great many voclierous calls tor HoratioSeymour, said tuat Mr. .Seymour was prevented

l>v illness iroiu being present. Mr. James s>.
Ihayer was then introduceJ and greeted by
nearly applause.

CdMiKCH UV IIOK. .IAMBS 8. TUAYEB.
At twelve o'clock on the -uu day 01 the present

mouth the Legislature ol Louisiana assemuleri at
lis oaputl in tue city ol New Orleans. More than
luo menu ors were present. The body was organized,and proceeded with a legal quorum to transnetbusiness. its proceedings «ere soon interruptedby the entrance 01 a L nited States officer
hacked uy a military lorce. Tuat officer pro-
nouueed the body an illegal one. and turned oul
seven conservative members at the point of the
bayonet, surrounded by a band ol soldiers. he
then proceeded lo organize the Uouse in ms own
way. that body is now 111 existeuce, lor whoa
and for what lawful purpose no oue can u*
Due. lndlguaut protests uete made against
this subversion of the .State govrumeut, but lo
vain, luia act or despotic powssb.tub uosi
DBsSPKi'ATB THAT 11 A3 EVKll occlhkkp IN OUR u1s
TOKY.UAS SOUNDED TllK DEPl'lid OP I'llE POPU'LAl
SENTIMENT, AND HIE lKulONATlON ANt> ALA KM TUAl
11 AVE UEEN MANIFESTED ARE WITHOUT A PAItAiXEI
in rut: iii.vroKY ok ouit idv nvuy. i tm main
ieature of hum business was well uuderat.cod iroiu
tue begluuing, ami whatever obscurity attended
the details au<l all doubt as to tue direct responsibilityof ilie Preaident 01 tbeUBlMd Mates for ttiia
outrage are cleared away by the despatch of ma
Ueuteuaut published yesterday morning. The blunt
pen 01 the rough cavalry riuer has compressed in
four lines.in tuiriy-elgiit words-the history or
the complete subversion ot the civil government
01 a .fctute in tins 1'nion. Mark every word,
lor there is a oayouet thrust at the heart
of American liberty in every line, deadly und
fatal. The words are. 'This military posse per*
formed its duty under the diie^tious iroin ma
<ioveruor of the State, and removed iroiu tue
lloor of the Houae those persous who had been
Illegally seateu and who bad no right to be tu re."
There is tue whole Case. Wnat transpired uelore,
what loiiotved alter, are luciaents o: com, aratlva
insignificance- There is the bold admlsnion ol
every lact that stamps this proceeding ,.b au unmitigatedand unqualified act or usurpation: not
usurpation of au ordinary Kind that may ufleot
the lights or a class or of Individuals, and lor
winch there is a remedy, but usurpation of that
malignant type which, under our system, Aral
Listens upon and destrovs a Suite, and in tue end
extends to the wlioie oody of the nation. Analyze
tlioi»e brief sentences.

sukuidan as oromwrll.
First, U waa a military lorce that entered the

legislative hall; secoud, it was by tue direction of
the Governor ol the state; third, it removed lrotn
the lloor ot the House members who were seated
there; lourth, it removed them because they were
illegally seated and had no right to ne there, the
mnuary squad Itself being the judge aa to thai
right. There Is not even a pretence that in this
case the military power was called in under tua
provisions 01 rue constitution authorizing Its interferenceIn case of invasion or domestic violence.
THE MILITARY POSSE THAI' ENTERED TUB
LEGISLATIVE HALLS OF TUh, STATE OK LOUISIANAON THE 4TH DAY OF JANUAKV HAD
NO MOKE BCSLNESB THEKE THAN THEY HAD
AT THE OAFIlOL AT ALBANY ON THE 6TB
DAY OF JANUARY, WHEN OUK LEGISLATUKB
ASSEMBLED. We can only comprehend, undersianuthis questiou la all ltd portentous
bearing upon the present and the 1inure,
wueu we bring it home to ourselves ana
luane the case our own. 1'iofaue and uukiud lips
invoke all kinds ol auathemas and cuisesun tna
Leads or Gram aud ills lieutenant. Tliev certainly
deserve tuem; but there is a compensation iliac
snould bo considered. The blindnosa, the stupidity
of these uieu, tueir utrer incapacity to quallly
their military haolt. or tnought aud ideas 01 boterulugby the remotest comprehension ol legal
restraints and constitutional limitations, have
precipitated an issue that reveals a purpose so
audacious and tlugitlous that it uwarts all the
perils me country :ias ever beiore encountered.
The people are not prepared tor tnK The imposingdemonstration of this eveniug is an assurance
that the spirit 01 liberry still survived in the
hearts ot the people, that warm ana generous
blood sthl flows in their veins, and that the soul qf
the nation wakes to an indignant throb when tht
military arm strikes down u lth a single blow rtv
resentative government anywhere In this Union.

AN ADMONITION.
To-nlghr, lrom the distaut borders of the Qol^

irom the sunniest and lalrest laud on all this Continentor America, you hear the wail 01 a dying
fctute. She asks ror your sympathy. She de>
mauds your solemn protest against the wroaga
that nave been inflicted upon her, against th«
slanders that have been heaped upon her good
name. Helpless, prostrate, sue dare not ask lor
aid, bat her example is a warning that the cup ol
oppression sue has drained to the very dregs will
lu the end come round to you. For despotic
power, acting to-day successlully on the defencelesswho cannot check it, will to-morrotv attempt
anything tuat the amoition or man may aspire io>
To save ourselves, this admonition must M
heeded.aud heeded now. We have been warned
oiteu durlug the las: ten years that our coantri
was Mj.Ki.Nu its way slowly, cikcuitously nm
iups, but sukkly to tbe brink of an abyss thai
would lngnll its tree institutions. He Is a oravi
man wtio can aow look down Into th«
uepths beiore us without a shudder, and he la a
fool who would venture ono inch inrtber. Oar
way In nack to the pains that are wituin tne flxed
ana delluea limits or a conatuutlonal government.
1 nose once regained, with a united country.tb<
black man tree as ne is, the white man uushackled,
as ne is not.tins country would move on in (
career ur unmeasured prosperity and renown,
erect and tree, witn a crest towering above tM
olden time. This last admonition is another in.
Bianco that Providence deals kindly wl'.b a pecn
pie wbo seem ocnt on tuelr own destruction. It
does not allow them to seal their doom without
warning so clear and emphatlo as to rob their
sen-destruction or all excuse, ail extenuation.

TUB PEOPLE AKOU8KP.
Tbe slow and lusldious causes tnat undermine ft

State do not escape tne ooservation or statesmen
and philosophers. But the general miud does nol
penetrate beneath tne smooth and trauqoll surluceol seeming safety and prosperity, and is not
awakened to uny apprehension 01 danger uli soma
glaring fact, some startling eveut, ilames in their
very laces. THEN THEY DISCERN THAI' THEY
AllK SOT ONLiY EXVIKOSEl) BY HEAL DANGERS,BUT HAVE BEEN MISLED BY FALSB
GUIDES. AND EXCEP1' >OH THE SUDDEN
AWAKENING WOULD HAVE SLEP1' ON TILL
THEY WERE SHORN OF ALL THEIR SVRENOTH
AND THEIR FREE GOVERNMENT ENTIRELY
SUBVERTED. But suodenl.v conironted with aa
unexpected and imiulaent uanger, the/
are moved by an influence that outrun*
argument and reason, and toucnes that
law 01 sell-preservation, that instinct ot
our nature which is an Inspiration to
human will and power, and brings into
grand and solid array the strengtu, tue pride and
patriotism tbut give a sublime expression to tue
popular voice. That event has transpired. That
fact U presented to tiie American people in the most
solemn and admonitoryforma.
While on thi9 occasion 1 shall observe the proprietiestnat belong to it, and renal* lrom tbe dia>

cussion ot any purely party questions, we cannot
ceriaiuiy take In tne lull dimensions and true relationsor the trreat question on whicb we all
agree without bringing into view some or tb«
steps that led up to tbe culmlnatingtpoiuis. It It
time the people understood luliy tbat tbe enft>ro»
ment acts, passed iroiu time to time by Congiessto carry out the provisions oi tb«
fourteenth aud fliteenth amendments, bav<
a wide scope, ana, interpreted as tbej
are. have really changcd tne cbarnctei
oi our government. The domain ot lederal power
has oeen extended and enlarged nntll it claim!
original jurisdiction over citizens Id all their man*
llolu and varied relations to the State. The tut
KuiUcn set apart uy our lather* wltn-so inucn oar*
aud solicitude is overrun, and tne rouga and
tnoroy ileuses ot lederak authority vex and wound
the citizens ut every atop.

uuantn lkuislature.
There la no attribute ur uccompaulment that b«Iouksto the uuiawiui exercise 01 power that doe*

not attenu tnis outrage, and it is curious to inquireto whom tins uuiawiui. misbegotten thing, *
Legislature ho called, belongs. Under our system
ail tne States have tueir co-ordinate departments,
aud tbe legislative branch is one of tuem; bat
this body 01 men now ussemAled at tue Capitol la
New oneaus is nor the Legislature ol tbe people
of Louisiuim. To wnom does It belong? I support
to brant more than any ono else. Kellogg, snerldanand tae soldiers who organized it will
no doubt claim their share in it. It is not In an/
true sense a representative body; the people disownit; it is not an independent body, for in tne
very outset it was deprived ol tne right to judge of
the qualifications ol its own members. How plain
it is, then, that under our system, when yon gel
outside ol the constitution and the laws, you And
no place lor exercisiug tne lunctions 01 govern*
meat; tbe system <*aell oreaits down, aud arultrarj
power must, alter Us first act 01 usurpation, go on,
repeating its aggressions, and hold society togetbet
witn a strong hand, or anarchy will rusn in and
rend it In pieces. Witn this example showing to*
immeasurable evils resulting iroiu a violation ol
the constitution right be.ore us, the American peoplecannot tail to be admonished. Lrr no ammbioa*
citmxn shihk tub responsibility of uam1kinu
this quiurrioN and acting upon it. Do not dismiss
u from your miuda, leliow-cltiaens, as one 01 mom
oases where tnere was disturbance and riot, and
on tbe whole to aavu bloodshed aud keep tog
peace, It was better to call In tne military lorce «
the United states. But tne present is another sod
oiiicreut case, for which we have no precedent.
In this instance toe aot penormed by tbe miUtarjr
foroe la to displace a legally organised oration of
the uoverumeni, exetoisiun its innotion*. and M>
taftimii eootaer in its place.tue creature of Mwui aesununc Um. 01 Mttouuiavv


